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VATICAN CITY — Alberta Metis fiddler Alex Kusturok and other
delegates from the Metis National Council play music in Rome
prior to meeting Pope Francis. Mr. Kusturok hopes the music
he played contributes to the pope’s commitment to Indigenous
reconciliation. Story page 7. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

JERUSALEM — French Dominican Father Oliver Catel serves Muslims during
an iftar at Abraham's House on the Mount of Olives in East Jerusalem April 9,
2022. The meal offered by Christian volunteers to Muslim neighbours on the eve
of Palm Sunday served as testimony to the principles of peace and fraternity,
said the event's organizers. Story page 10. (CNS photo/Debbie Hill)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC blesses the
fire that will be used to light the Paschal
Candle at the beginning of the Easter
Vigil Mass, Saturday, April 16, 2022 at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John. Story page
3. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

ROME — Father David Nazar says the
Ukrainian people “are living the
resurrection.” Story page 8. (Michael
Swan photo)
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New FreemanThe

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — It was a joyous occasion
on Tuesday, April 12, 2022, as faithful of the
Diocese of Saint John filled the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John for the
Chrism Mass, which was by invitation only in
2020 and 2021 due to pandemic restrictions.

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the Dio-
cese of Saint John, was joined by 27 priests from
all regions of the diocese, who were present to
renew their ordination promises.

The mass was concelebrated by Father
Stanislas Paulin, pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Parish in Rothesay, Monsignor Brian
Sheehan, judicial vicar for the diocese and pas-
tor of Our Lady of the Assumption Parish, Saint
John, Monsignor Brian Henneberry, vicar gen-
eral and pastor of Holy Redeemer Parish, Saint
John, and Father Don Savoie, pastor of St.
Alphonsus Parish in Hampton.

Representatives from each of the 28 parishes
of the diocese were present to collect the oils
and bring them back to their parishes to be used
for the Sacraments in the coming year.

“It’s so wonderful to be able to gather together
as diocesan faithful, priests and religious,” Bishop
Riesbeck said. “This is my first Chrism Mass
since I arrived just over two years ago with more
than only a handful of people in the Cathedral.
It’s wonderful that we can gather together for
the priests renewing their ordination promises
and also the blessing of the oils.”

There are three oils used in the Sacraments:

Faithful welcomed back to Chrism Mass
the Oil of the Sick, used for the Sacrament of
the Anointing of the Sick, through which God
grants grace and strength to bear illness and in-
firmity, as well as to bring spiritual, emotional
and even physical healing; the Oil of the
Catechumens, used to anoint adults and infants
prior to Baptism, to pray for the strength neces-
sary to avoid evil, avoid temptation, and possess
the faith necessary to carry the cross of Christ
throughout life; and the Holy Chrism Oil which
is used in baptism, confirmation, ordination of
priests and the consecration of a bishop to sig-
nify the gift of the Holy Spirit and consecrate
someone to God’s service.

Bishop Riesbeck spoke of the significance of
these oils during his homily.

“Like Jesus, we are anointed with the Spirit
from baptism, strengthened in Confirmation;
nourished in the Eucharist, healed in the Sacra-
ment of the Sick, Reconciliation and Anointing
of the Sick, empowered for our vocation as
priests or married couples, and consecrated as
religious or consecrated from our baptism as lay
people in the world, as priests, prophets and kings,
to witness to the presence of the living God in
our midst and cooperate with him in building up
his kingdom on our pilgrim journey to heaven,”
he said. “Today I will bless the oils, a sign or
symbol, of that union with Christ, and of strength-
ening or healing so that you, the faithful, can
experience the presence of God in your midst,
and grow in friendship with him through the
celebration of the Sacraments in your parishes
throughout the year.”

(continued on page 3)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John mixes
balsam with oil for the Sacred Chrism, one of three oils blessed and distributed at the
Chrism Mass. The Chrism Mass was celebrated on Tuesday, April 12, 2022 at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Holy Week is the high-
light of the liturgical year in the Catholic
Church, especially the Easter Triduum. [The
Paschal Triduum or Easter Triduum, Holy
Triduum, or the Three Days, is the period of
three days that begins with the liturgy on the
evening of Maundy Thursday, reaches its high
point in the Easter Vigil, and closes with
evening prayer on Easter Sunday.]

In his 2021 Easter letter Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John,
wrote, “these three days form a unity which
reveals the unfolding of the passion, death, and
resurrection of Christ. Jesus came to destroy
death and restore life, and through his death and
resurrection he brought us new life and gave
perfect glory to his heavenly Father.”

On Holy Thursday the faithful celebrate the
institution of the Eucharist, commemorating the
last supper as well as the washing of the feet.

“Jesus instituted the Eucharist as a memo-
rial of this event [the sacrifice of the Cross],
as a means by which his followers could ac-
tually re-present the evening of Jesus’s sacri-
ficial death and Resurrection every time they
celebrated the Eucharist,” Bishop Riesbeck
said during his homily at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John on
Thursday, April 14, 2022. “Jesus ordained his
apostles priests so that the unique sacrifice of
Jesus on the Cross at Calvary, extended
through time to us at mass, and sacramentally
renewed at every mass could be perpetuated
throughout the ages. Without our priests, there
is no Eucharist. That’s why we celebrate the
priesthood today and are thankful for their yes.”

Bishop Riesbeck also recalled that Jesus
“makes the strong connection between the
Eucharist and service in love. He made this
connection by washing his apostles’ feet dur-
ing the course of the supper.”

Encouraging everyone to imitate this act of
love the bishop continued, “Just as Jesus, our
teacher and Lord, served his disciples self-
lessly, we are called to do the same for one
another, especially serving and loving Jesus
in the poor and the marginalized.”

On Good Friday the faithful spend time
meditating on the Passion of Jesus.

“We know that Jesus’ physical suffering
was severe and bloody,” Bishop Riesbeck said.
“Jesus as a divine person, knew the plan of
salvation from all eternity. But Jesus being truly
human, albeit without sin, felt everything we
feel — not just physical pain but emotional

Triduum masses highlight of liturgical year
and spiritual pain — and he took on the weight
of all human sins, past, present and future on
his shoulders [during the passion].”

Acknowledging that everyone suffers,
Bishop Riesbeck said, “Jesus on the cross
didn’t come to take away our suffering, he
came to redeem it. He didn’t come to take
away our pain, he came to transform it. Je-
sus didn’t come to take away our crosses, he
picked up his cross and died on it for our
salvation.”

But carrying one’s own cross isn’t easy.
That’s why Bishop Riesbeck insists the only
way is Jesus. “When we stay close to Jesus
and unite ourselves to him in love of God,
through prayer and the Sacraments, which is
then expressed in our love for others, so much
good can happened even in the midst of the
trials and the suffering.”

Beginning with the Easter Vigil, Saturday
evening, and continuing Easter Sunday, faithful
celebrate Christ’s victory over sin and death.

“The glorious Resurrection of Jesus is the
central mystery of our faith,” said Bishop
Riesbeck. “The resurrection of Jesus is also

(continued from page 2)
Bishop Riesbeck also recognized the 40th an-

niversary to the priesthood of Fr. Savoie and Fr.
Paulin, thanking them for their continued yes.

He implored the master of the harvest to in-
spire other young men and women to hear and
respond to the call of Jesus to be priests and
religious at the service of the people of God.  He
also asked prayers for the retired priests of the
diocese, in particular those who are sick and
infirm, that they would know the spiritual con-
solation of their witness of faith among us in
these moments.

Calling the pandemic, “a time of awakening
for the whole Church,” Bishop Riesbeck asked,
“Where is God calling us to be as a Church at
this moment in history? The mission remains
what it’s always been from the beginning —
proclaiming Jesus risen from the dead. If we
forget that, we forget our own identity.”

Noting the challenges of the past two years,
Bishop Riesbeck said, “God is alive in Jesus
through the power of the Holy Spirit. In the midst
of all the difficulties and challenges of these days,
Jesus Christ crucified and risen from the dead,
continues to be, and will always remain, the
source and foundation of our faith, hope and
love. It’s why we need to be continuously evan-
gelizing and proclaiming the good news of Je-
sus Christ.”

the basis of our hope.” Despite the suffering
each person experiences, he said that “be-
cause Jesus rose from the dead we can have
hope, even in the midst of the most desperate
situations. Thanks to Jesus’ sacrifice on the
cross and resurrection, death, sin, suffering,
and the power of the devil have been over-
come.”

Concluding his Easter Sunday homily on a
joyful note, Bishop Riesbeck said, “There’s a
very good reason for our Easter joy today.
There’s a very good reason why we deco-
rate our churches with flowers, why we paint
Easter eggs, why we sing his praises with
great jubilation, why we wish one another
‘Happy Easter’. Let’s give God permission
to use us powerfully to bring hope to the
world around us, and with the apostles and
disciples, be amazed at what Jesus continues
to do through the power of the resurrection.
Jesus is truly risen, bringing true joy and life
to all. He’s alive, he is with us! May our voices
resound in joyful praise — Alleluia!”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Bishop Riesbeck then turned his thoughts to
the mission of the Church, and in particular the
mother church of the diocese, the Cathedral.

“Led by the Holy Spirit, through the Gospel
and the Eucharist, we are called to raise up disci-
ples who are joyfully living out the mission,
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ
and making disciples of others,” he said. “This
is our mission…he never abandons us, and
as we surrender more deeply, we will begin
to see him responding in big ways, calling
others to himself and growing the Church just
as he did when the Holy Spirit came down at
Pentecost. This is what we are doing now
with the Cathedral restoration, not just restor-
ing a building, but restoring hearts and souls
to Jesus.”

Concluding his homily, Bishop Riesbeck
said, “As we come to the Eucharist today,
let’s pray for the grace and strength to re-
spond to the present moment with generos-
ity, and surrender to God’s call to us, a Church,
from our baptism, to be stirred up once more
with hearts alive in the Lord, going out into the
whole world proclaiming the Good News of the
risen Lord, and making disciples of others.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The
New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Faithful welcomed back to Chrism Mass
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Easter — what’s it all about?
Every year brings its own challenges and setbacks, both personal

and global. We may have lost a friend or loved one or perhaps we
have had to face health issues or job losses or changes. Globally, this
has been a rough year for our world. We face many challenges. Two
of the greatest include, the continuing threat posed to many by the
COVID-19 virus and the war that is taking place in Ukraine. In Canada,
we can add the wounded relationship of our church and our indig-
enous peoples.

The weight of these challenges brings disappointment, discourage-
ment and even despair — a loss of hope. In our faith tradition, these
might be referred to as the crosses we carry.  Such crosses are the
negatives of our lives. How do we move beyond them? Do they
define us? Is that what life is really all about? If not, then how do we
respond to these crosses?

Easter offers hope. It presents a path for moving beyond. In the
Gospels we are presented with the disciples of Jesus as they faced
the crucifixion and death of their beloved Jesus. They were con-
fused, discouraged and filled with despairing fear. Then, Easter. In
the midst of their despair they discovered the resurrection. In Luke’s
story (Lk.24:1-12), several of the women disciples go to the tomb
and it is empty. The terrified women find themselves in a question:
“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but
has risen.” Easter offers a door to hope. But it also presents us with
another challenge.

Carlo Carretto (1910-1988) was born in Italy. At the age of 44 he
joined the Little Brothers of Jesus, a monastic community in Algeria.
Living with this community in the Sahara desert, he became a con-
templative spiritual writer. It was a life of prayer, but also one of
service to the people in the area around the community. At the core of
his spirituality was the realization that holiness rests in the ordinary,
everyday existence of every one of us. God touches us in the person
of Jesus and journeys with us as the risen one.

Commenting on the meaning of Jesus’s resurrection, theological
writer and speaker Megan McKenna turned to Carretto’s words:

When the world seems a defeat for
God and you are sick with the disor-
der, the violence, the terror, the war
on the streets; when the earth seems
to be chaos, say to yourself, “Jesus died and rose again on purpose to
save and his salvation is already with us….”

Every peace treaty is an act of faith in the resurrection.
Every agreed commitment is an act of faith in the resurrection.
When you forgive your enemy
When you feed the hungry
When you defend the weak
you believe in the resurrection.
When you have the courage to marry
When you welcome the newly-born child
When you build your home
you believe in the resurrection.

Carolo Carretto. “Blessed Are You Who Believed

The resurrection takes on full meaning, when we are able to take it
out into our world, just as Jesus did. Easter’s meaning rests in the
healing, reconciling, caring and liberating of the world in which we
find ourselves. Easter brings life and light.  Easter is about hope and
how we bring it to one another

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Light of risen Christ dispels darkness of fear, pope tells young people
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Young people should not allow the darkness of
fear to overwhelm them and instead allow the light of Easter to illumi-
nate their lives and give them courage, Pope Francis said.

Fears "must be brought to light. And when fears, which are in
darkness, come into the light, the truth bursts out. Do not be discour-
aged: If you are afraid, put it to the light and it will do you good!" the
pope told thousands of young men and women gathered in St. Peter's
Square.

The April 18 event, titled "Seguimi" ("Follow Me"), was organized
by the Italian bishops' conference and brought young teens from all
of Italy for a prayer vigil in Rome. While initial projections expected
57,000 people at the event, the Vatican said an estimated 100,000
young people were present.

It was the first large-scale gathering of its kind in St. Peter's Square
since the COVID-19 pandemic shuttered all public events in the coun-
try in 2020.

After riding around and greeting the crowd on his popemobile, Pope
Francis welcomed them and said the "square has long been waiting to
be filled with your presence, your faces, and your enthusiasm."

"Today, all of you are together, coming from Italy, in the embrace
of this square and in the joy of the Easter that we have just cel-
ebrated," he said.

However, the pope said that although Jesus' resurrection "conquered
the darkness of death," there are still dense clouds "that darken our
time."

"In addition to the pandemic, Europe is experiencing a terrible war,
while injustices and violence continue in many regions of the earth
that destroy humankind and the planet," he said. "Often it is your
peers who pay the highest price: Not only is their existence compro-
mised and made insecure, but their dreams for the future are trampled
on. Many brothers and sisters are still waiting for the light of Easter."

Reflecting on a Gospel reading from St. John, in which the risen
Christ appears to his disciples while they were fishing on the Sea of
Galilee, the pope said young people, like the disciples, can experience
moments in life that "put us to the test" and "make us feel naked,
helpless and alone."

In those times of uncertainty, he continued, young people must not
keep to themselves, because "fears must be said, fears must be ex-
pressed in order to be able to drive them away."

"Darkness puts us in crisis; but the problem lies in how we manage
(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

The God created light again
It doesn’t matter whether you picture the origin of time the way

science does, as beginning with the Big Bang, or whether you take
the biblical account of the origins of the world literally. Either way
there was a time before there was light. The universe was dark be-
fore God created light. However, eventually the world grew dark
again. When?

We are told in the Gospels that as Jesus was dying on the cross,
between the sixth and ninth hour, it grew dark and Jesus cried out
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me!” What really hap-
pened here?

Are the Gospels saying that it actually grew dark in the early after-
noon, an eclipse of the sun, or are they referring to another kind of
darkness, of a spiritual kind? Was there an eclipse of the sun as Jesus
was dying? Perhaps. We don’t know, but that is of secondary impor-
tance anyway.  What the Gospels are referring to is a kind of dark-
ness that envelops us whenever what’s precious to us is humiliated,
exposed as powerless, ridiculed, terminally defeated, and crucified
by our world. There’s a darkness that besets us whenever the forces
of love seem overpowered by the forces of hatred. The light extin-
guished then is the light of hope, but there is deeper darkness and this
is the kind of darkness that the Gospels say formed a cloud over the
world as Jesus hung dying.

What’s being insinuated here is that at Jesus’ crucifixion, creation
went back to its original chaos, as it was before there was light. But,
what’s also being insinuated is that God created light a second time,
this time by raising Jesus from the dead, and that this new light is the
most staggering light of all. Morever, unlike the original light which
was only physical, this light is a light both for the eyes and a for the
soul.

For the eyes, the light of the resurrection is also a radically new
physical phenomenon. At the resurrection of Jesus, the atoms of the
planet were shaken up from their normal physical workings. A dead
body rose from the grave to a life from which it would never again
die. That had never happened before. Moreover, the resurrection of
Jesus was also a radically new light for the soul, the light of hope.
What is this latter light?

There’s a famous song written by Robbie Robertson made popular
in the early 1970s by Joan Baez, The Night They Drove Old Dixie

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

Down. Narrated in the first person by a
man called Virgil Caine, the song is a sad
lament about the distress experienced by
a poor white Southern family during the
American Civil War. All that could go
wrong for them, seemingly had gone wrong, including the death of
their young son, killed in the war. Their situation is dark, lacking any
hope. At a point in the song, the narrator offers this lament about his
brother’s death:

He was just eighteen, proud and brave
But a Yankee laid him in his grave
I swear by the blood below my feet
You can’t raise the Cain back up when it’s in defeat

Can life be raised back up when it’s in defeat? Can a dead body
come out of its grave? Can a violated body again become whole? Can
lost innocence ever be restored? Can a broken heart ever be mended?
Can a crushed hope ever again lift up a soul?  Doesn’t darkness
extinguish all light? What hope was there for Jesus’ followers as they
witnessed his humiliation and death on Good Friday? When goodness
itself gets crucified, what’s the basis for any hope?

In two words, the resurrection. When darkness enveloped the earth
a second time, God made light a second time, and that light, unlike the
physical light created at the dawn of time, can never be extinguished.
That’s the difference between the resuscitation of Lazarus and the
resurrection of Jesus, between physical light and the light of the res-
urrection. Lazarus was restored to his self-same body from which he
had to die again. Jesus was given a radically new body which would
never die again.

The renowned biblical scholar Raymond E. Brown tells us that the
darkness that beset the world as Jesus hung dying, would last until
we believe in the resurrection. Until we believe that God has a live-
giving response for all death and until we believe God will roll back
the stone from any grave, no matter how deeply goodness is buried
under hatred and violence, the darkness of Good Friday will continue
to darken our planet.

Mohandas K. Gandhi once observed that we can see the truth of
God always creating new light, simply by looking at history: “When I
despair, I remember that all through history, the way of truth and love
has always won. There have been murderers and tyrants, and for a
time they can seem invincible. But in the end they always fall. Think
of it, always.”

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

(continued from page 4)
this crisis," the pope explained. "If I keep it only for myself, for my
heart, and I don't talk about it with anyone, it doesn't work. In times
of crisis, you have to talk, talk with the friend who can help, with
your dad, your mom, your grandfather, your grandmother, with a
person who can help. Crises must be illuminated to overcome them."

He also encouraged the young men and women present to not be
afraid of life and all that it entails but instead to be afraid "of the death
of the soul, of the death of the future, of the closure of the heart."

"Life is beautiful, life is meant to be lived and to give it to others; life
is meant to be shared with others, not to close it in on itself," he said.

Like children who call on their mother when in need, Pope Francis
said Christians can call upon Mary who, in her adolescence, "ac-
cepted her extraordinary vocation to be the mother of Jesus."

"May Our Lady — the mother who was almost your age when she
received the angel's announcement and became pregnant with him —
teach you to say: 'Here I am!'" the pope said.§

Light of risen Christ dispels darkness
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 Apology begins path to reconciliation
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

VATICAN CITY — Never was a single sen-
tence more longed for. In 40 years since sur-
vivors began to speak out, 16 years since the
Indian Residential School Settlement Agree-
ment and seven years since the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission of Canada [TRC] de-
livered its final report, nations and peoples
have waited for a pope to speak.

“I want to say to you with all my heart: I
am very sorry,” Pope Francis said at the end
of an extraordinary week of personal encoun-
ters with three delegations of Indigenous peo-
ples from Canada.

“Today we have a piece of the puzzle. We
have a heartfelt apology from the pope,” Inuit
Tapiriit Kanatami president Natan Obed told
the global press hours after the apology had
been delivered at an extraordinary audience
with all three delegations — Inuit, First Na-
tions and Métis — in Rome, April 1.

But Mr. Obed immediately stressed that this
apology is the beginning and not the end of a
journey Indigenous people have been seeking
to go on with the Church and with Canadian
society.

“An apology is a part of a much larger pic-
ture,” he said.

The bishops have no bone to pick with Mr.
Obed. They all came away from the apology
looking to the future — a future that will give
particular shape and meaning to the words
spoken by Pope Francis.

“May this lead to many more good steps
towards healing and reconciliation,” Arch-
bishop Don Bolen told The Catholic Register.

Calgary Bishop Bill McGrattan put the apol-
ogy into the context of First Nations’ teach-
ing about seven generations — that a com-
munity is custodian of the gifts it has received
from seven generations that preceded it and it
shoulders a duty to pass those gifts on to the
seven generations that will follow.

“It is his (Pope Francis’) hope that the meet-
ings this week will point out new paths,”
Bishop McGrattan said.

The pope’s apology is not an attempt to mol-
lify the aggrieved or close the book on a pain-
ful history. It is a mandate for the Church in
Canada. The pope’s message to Canadian bish-
ops and the local churches they lead is that
they must remain focused on reconciliation
with Indigenous people, Edmonton Arch-
bishop Richard Smith said.

“He said (to bishops travelling with the In-
digenous delegations) ‘Carry on with what

you’re doing, for Heaven’s sake,’ ” said Bishop
Smith.

Francis’ message to the Indigenous delega-
tions reinforced that mandate of reconcilia-
tion he was handing to Canadian Catholics.

“This was such a strong message he spoke
to the First Nations delegation, that the
Church is on your side,” said Bishop Smith.

The pope’s apology and the entire week
leading up to it was an exercise of papal
magisterium at the level of the ordinary teach-
ing of the Church — not an infallible pro-
nouncement, but a demonstration of what the
Church holds to be true and which requires
our religious assent, including a submission
of intellect, mind and will, from all Catholics.

Indigenous legal scholar Mary Ellen Turpel-
Lafond, law professor and director of the
Residential School History and Dialogue Cen-
tre at the University of British Columbia, is
holding Catholics to their own understanding
of obedience to Church teaching. The apol-
ogy “establishes a fresh agenda for all Catho-
lics in Canada, and indeed beyond,” said Ms.
Turpel-Lafond.

“Many commentators unfamiliar with Ro-
man law and Church conventions may be-
lieve this was simply an episode, a confer-
ence or incidental meeting,” said Ms. Turpel-
Lafond. “It was not. It is a waypoint on an
agenda for reconciliation with Indigenous
peoples that will unfold over the coming
months and years. There will be no going back
after this and I expect the words and actions
to follow will deepen and expand the apology

and support for Indigenous peoples.”
After meeting with Pope Francis on the first

day of the historic week, Métis delegate Gary
Gagnon came away with a clear sense of just
what Pope Francis was teaching, even be-
fore the apology was spoken.

“Pope Francis is in the process of what
they call synodality,” Mr. Gagnon observed.
“Synodality, if we look at that word, it really
means togetherness… Are you walking just
ahead of me or just behind me? Or are we
walking side-by-side?”

Mr. Gagnon could not have it more right,
said Synod of Bishops undersecretary Sister
Nathalie Becquart. The Xaviérian Sister, who
is the most senior woman working for Pope
Francis in Rome, pointed out that Francis
wasn’t teaching synodality by talking about
it. He was teaching by doing.

“Here they (Indigenous delegations) come
and the first thing that happens is the pope
listens to them,” Sr. Becquart said. “The pope
doesn’t begin to teach something, but he lis-
tens to them. That’s truly a synodal spirit.”

What the pope has demonstrated in his en-
counters with Indigenous delegations is not a
message directed solely at his brother bish-
ops. It’s a message for the whole Church and
every Catholic.

“Now the challenge for Canada is that it’s
not just the bishops and the president of the
bishops’ conference that joins this process
with your people,” said Sr. Becquart. “It’s a
sign. It’s a symbol. It’s a very strong

(continued on page 7)

VATICAN CITY — Canadian Indigenous delegates walk through St. Peter's Square to
greet the media after a meeting with Pope Francis at the Vatican April 1, 2022. From
left are Chief Gerald Antoine, Northwest Territories regional chief of the Assembly of
First Nations; Natan Obed, president of the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami; and Cassidy Caron,
president of the Métis National Council. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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(continued from page 6)
symbol. It’s to foster a process of reconcili-
ation with all the citizens from Canada, espe-
cially the Catholic Church.”

Mr. Gagnon puts this teaching about
synodality into the context of one of the first
remarkable statements Pope Francis made
after his election in 2013.

“I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurt-
ing and dirty because it has been out on the
streets, rather than a Church which is un-
healthy from being confined and from cling-
ing to its own security,” Francis wrote in
Evangelium Gaudium.

The Church Pope Francis wants is the one
Indigenous people are looking for, Gagnon
said. But Gagnon looks at the Church today
and is mystified by how listening and
synodality are resisted.

“We’re not saying, ‘Give up your faith,’ ”
said Mr. Gagnon. “It’s got nothing to do with
that. We just ask that you acknowledge that
‘Yeah, something did happen.’ Acknowledge
that maybe something wasn’t right.”

King’s University College historian Robert
Ventresca, who studies the development of
papal relationships with nations, emphasizes
how the apology sets the entire Church on a
path.

“An official apology is just the start of a
long process of truth-seeking that must pre-
cede healing and reconciliation,” he said. “I
take Francis at his word when he says the
Church is not afraid of history.”

Fiddling while Rome learns: Metis man ‘honoured’ to play before pope

But Mr. Ventresca also cautions that, in talk-
ing about how the Church responds, we must
not lose our focus on residential school sur-
vivors and their communities.

“This apology isn’t about the pope or about
the bishops or about the Church even,” he
wrote in an email. “First and foremost, it’s
about the victims of teachings and practices
that resulted from a destructive accommo-
dation between the Church and the structures
of colonial racism.”

Survivor Theodore Quewezance sees
clearly the systemic and structural dimension
of the sin of residential schools. It’s a kind of
sin that requires a systemic and structural
atonement.

“The pope, if he’s in the mode of apologiz-
ing, is going to be delegating his authority
down to the bishops and to the parishioners,”
Quewezance said two nights before Pope
Francis issued his historic apology. “They
have to make a choice. Right now there’s a
lot of denial across Canada with parishion-
ers; a lot of denial by government. So it’s
about choice.”

The choice Indigenous delegations are ask-
ing the pope and the entire Church to make is
to see Indigenous people as more than the
objects of some kind of industrial process of
evangelization.

“Indigenous people, Métis and the Inuit,
we’re all human beings,” he said.

A Church teaching that Indigenous land was
terra nullius stands at the very base of centu-

By JONATHAN BRADLEY
The B.C. Catholic

Alberta Metis fiddler Alex Kusturok says
the opportunity to play before Pope Francis
during the recent Indigenous meetings in
Rome was not only an amazing experience
for him, but he’s looking forward to telling
his newborn son about it one day.

“It means a lot to me to be asked to go on
this trip,” Mr. Kusturok told The B.C. Catholic
from Rome. “The main purpose of me being
here is to be of service and to support the
brave elders through music.”

Mr. Kusturok was a familiar figure during
the meetings in Rome, often photographed
with other fiddlers playing Metis classics
like Big John McNeil and The Red River
Jig to showcase their culture. The latter, if
played right, has the power to hit “you in
the chest and in the heart,” he told The Globe
and Mail, comparing the jig to the spiritual

energy of First Nation round dances at pow
wows.

The fiddler said he looks forward to shar-
ing his experience with his newborn son when
he grows up and learns about the event in
school. He also hopes the music he played
contributes to Pope Francis’ commitment to
reconciliation with Indigenous people.

Playing before the pope was “an honour,”
Mr. Kusturok told The Cold Lake Sun prior
to performing. “The Metis fiddle has the
power to move people,” he said. “It’s music
that makes you think and that you’ll remem-
ber.”

Mr. Kusturok said his paternal grandmother
was a residential school survivor who kept
her own children from experiencing the same
ordeal by moving her family around. As a re-
sult of their nomadic life his father did not
attend school until he was nearly 10.

Although Mr. Kusturok does not see him-
self as a victim of intergenerational trauma,

he speculates it might have led to his and his
father’s alcoholism. Mr. Kusturok recently
celebrated three years of sobriety, while his
father has been sober for more than 30 years.

Mr. Kusturok grew up going to dances
around Manitoba where his mother played the
fiddle. As a result he began playing the instru-
ment when he was seven years old.

Although he received his First Commun-
ion, he is not a practising Catholic, he said.
While the Catholic Church has earned the
hostility it receives from some survivors and
communities for its role in residential schools,
he said it’s not the faith that’s at fault. “It’s
not the teachings, it’s the flawed people,” he
said.

Mr. Kusturok was among a secondary
group of 32 First Nations, Metis, and Inuit
people from across Canada who met with
Vatican officials. Among these delegates were
six Indigenous people sponsored by the Arch-
diocese of Vancouver.§

 Apology begins path to reconciliation
ries of treating Indigenous people as the raw
material that must be fed into a process of
civilizing, acculturating, assimilating and evan-
gelizing them.

When Pope Francis arrives in Canada, pos-
sibly to take part in the pilgrimage to Lac Ste.
Anne in Alberta in July, what was begun in
Rome will continue on Indigenous land and
in the Canadian Church.

“What does it mean when a pope apolo-
gizes? What you want to ask is, why was it
so important for the TRC to ask the pope to
make a public apology?” said Saint Paul Uni-
versity theologian Catherine Clifford. “It’s
because they perceive and see the systemic
dimension of this.”

The process Indigenous people and non-
Indigenous Catholics will engage in to fulfil
Pope Francis’ apology will not be simple,
standard, cut-and-dried or predictable.

“Reconciliation doesn’t happen overnight.
It’s not a one-off. Words are not enough,”
said Ms. Clifford.

But the pope has shown us the way by first
listening.

“All came away with their heads held high,
because they had been heard and they had
been received in their dignity as human per-
sons. That’s essential,” Ms. Clifford said.

“Here we are heard,” declared Métis Na-
tional Council president Cassidy Caron. “It’s
absolutely historic. … An apology is the first
step forward, but there is much work to be
done and there is much action to be done.” §
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Ukrainians 'are living the resurrection'
BY MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The bodies in the street, the abandoned
tanks, the blackened and collapsed buildings,
the bewildered and exhausted survivors who
speak and weep before television cameras do
not merely tell us the news. This Holy Week
the bulletins from Ukraine are teaching us about
God.

“If you understand, if you take the cruci-
fixion from John’s Gospel, it’s the moment
of glory,” said Pontifical Oriental Institute rec-
tor Father David Nazar. “It’s not the moment
of abject suffering and death. It’s at that very
moment when the glory of God is revealed
— not afterwards in the Resurrection.”

The Canadian Jesuit spent 12 years in
Ukraine as regional superior of the Jesuits
there, after six years as provincial superior of
the Jesuits in English Canada, before his ap-
pointment as rector of the Orientalum in 2015.

Thinking about the Cross, reading the news
in terms of the paschal mystery, are not strange
or far-fetched ideas for Ukrainians.

“It’s a very spiritual culture,” Fr. Nazar said.
“Not because of but despite the Soviet pe-
riod. People prayed all the time.”

Leading a graduate faculty of theology in
Rome that is now home to Ukrainian theolo-
gians who can’t yet return to their country,
and in constant contact with the Jesuit Refu-
gee Service in Lviv, Fr. Nazar’s sense of what
the war means is grounded in
Ukrainian spirituality and cul-
ture.

“These people are living the
resurrection while being nailed
to the cross,” he said. “The
Church is alive and is doing all
the things that should be done.
It’s helping people. It’s serving
people.”

The cross is not a comfort-
able place, points out Ukrainian
PhD candidate Mariia Ivaniv,
who is studying in Toronto at
the Sheptytsky Institute of the
University of St. Michael’s Col-
lege.

“The resurrection is really
present on the cross — theo-
logically, yes,” Ms. Ivaniv said.
“But I’m not sure that some
Ukrainians already feel it. They
just feel all these passion things,
like Good Friday… I just don’t
know if everyone really can find

such a strong faith sometimes. It’s so diffi-
cult, especially after Bucha.”

Since April 2 images and reports have
poured out of Bucha, a suburb of the Ukrain-
ian capital of Kyiv, showing bodies dressed
in civilian clothes lying in the street. Many of
them were apparently tortured, bound and
executed by Russian troops who had occu-
pied the city for two weeks.

“The main thing that’s keeping me is that
God was, is and will be suffering with us,”
said Ms. Ivaniv. “He was killed with all these
kids. He suffered without food and water with
all these women. He was killed as a man just
because he was less than 50 years old, so
Russians thought he could be a soldier. He
was with everyone there.”

The passion is deeply felt in the Byzantine
tradition, said Father Geoffrey Ready in an
email. The Orthodox Archpriest and rector
of the Orthodox School of Theology at Trin-
ity College, University of Toronto, puts the
cross at the centre of Christian faith.

“That is the Christian narrative of hope, that
in the very midst of darkness and death we
can see and experience light and life,” Fr.
Ready wrote.

“It’s not the suffering or torment itself that
is glorious — far from it. The life of God that
He desires to share with us is truly joy and
peace. It is shalom. But in the crucified God-
with-us, there is no longer any part of human
experience and suffering that God has not

entered into and transformed,” he said. “The
Cross and Resurrection are inseparable, but
not because the Cross is a mere stepping stone
or staging post towards the Resurrection, but
because everything about who God is and
desires us to be can be found in the self-sac-
rificing love and presence of God expressed
there. What that means when we look at the
horrific images from Bucha is that we under-
stand by only seeing the suffering and death
we are not seeing the whole story.”

To understand Ukraine, pay attention to
what Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk
has been saying in daily YouTube posts and
statements to the media, Fr. Nazar said.

“The message that he speaks is extraordi-
nary. It’s a message of consolation from the
Cross,” he said. “It’s a message of resurrec-
tion. There is hope. That we are defending.
That the cause of justice is on our side.”

Archbishop Shevchuk’s message shouldn’t
be confused with cheering on the war effort
from the Ukrainian side.

“He’s not saying, ‘Oh, we should kill Rus-
sians or we should hate Russians.’ He’s giv-
ing witness to the suffering that’s there, even
talking about the need to love the enemy. But
all the time, for justice — appealing to the
people for justice and sanity,” Fr. Nazar said.
“It’s not the language of ‘God is on our side
and not on their side.’ He avoids that whole
kind of discourse. This is all about finding

(continued on page 9)
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Pontifical Academy of Sciences raises alarm about nuclear weapons
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Russia's war on
Ukraine frighteningly raises the possibility of
the use of nuclear weapons, the unleashing
of radioactive material from nuclear power
plants and a new push to develop or ac-
quire nuclear weapons, including by ter-
rorists, said members of the Pontifical Acad-
emy of Sciences.

The international community has an ob-

CHERNOBYL, Ukraine — Trenches dug by the Russian military are seen in the Red
Forest, an area with high levels of radiation, near the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant
in Ukraine, April 7, 2022. The Pontifical Academy of Sciences has warned that Russia's
war on Ukraine raises the possibility of the use of nuclear weapons and the unleashing
of radioactive material from nuclear power plants. (CNS photo/Gleb Garanich, Reuters)

(continued from page 8)
true justice, respecting the dignity of people.”

That on the other side Moscow Patriarch
Kirill has backed and blessed Russia’s war is
no surprise to Fr. Nazar.

“What [Vladimir] Putin says today, [Patri-
arch] Kirill says tomorrow — but he adds the
word God into the sentence,” he said.

What has happened to the Church in Mos-
cow is a tragedy for Eastern Christianity, at-
tributable largely to the patriarchate’s depend-
ence on the Kremlin for money.

“The Orthodox Church is not free,” Fr.
Nazar said. “In fact, Putin says this. The role

of the Orthodox Church is to support the
state. You should never think of it otherwise…
This is not the Orthodox tradition. People like
St. John Chrysostom were jailed, were ex-
iled, because they criticized the Tsar, because
they criticized the state. When the Church
loses its prophetic voice, from one point of
view it’s not the Church.”

As Ms. Ivaniv speaks daily with her family
in Ukraine, she hangs on to her own faith and
theirs.

“It’s difficult to trust,” she said. “People
believe and have faith and hope, but it should
be nurtured day after day by prayer.” §

Ukrainians 'are living the resurrection'

ligation "to take all practical measures that
reduce the possibility of nuclear war by ac-
cident, miscalculation or irrational action,"
said a statement released early-April after
an international conference on the risk of
nuclear war.

Russian President Vladimir Putin's veiled
threats to use nuclear weapons, his order
to put Russia's nuclear forces on high alert
and the lack of care his troops took when
they controlled the former Chernobyl nu-
clear power plant raise alarms that must be

taken seriously, said members of the coun-
cil of the pontifical academy.

They warned about:
• The "intentional or unintentional destruc-

tion of nuclear power plants with grave con-
sequences for large populations."

• The "uncontrolled leakage of nuclear
waste that can be used for so-called dirty
bombs."

• "The potential use of so-called tactical
nuclear weapons in battlefields, for instance
in the Ukraine."

• "Keeping nuclear weapons on high alert,
potentially increasing the likelihood of a nu-
clear weapons launch accidentally or as a
result of cyber manipulation."

• "The use of powerful nuclear weapons
and other weapons internationally beyond
Ukraine when war further escalates."

The academy's council said that "serious
inequities among nations and within nations,
shortsighted national or partisan ambitions and
lust for power are the seeds of conflict which
may lead to general and nuclear warfare."

Poverty and hunger fuel social discord
and threaten peace, they said, and "nuclear
pollution of agricultural fields would pre-
vent farming for the long run. Already (the)
hinderance of farming in Ukraine and food
trade from Ukraine and Russia exacerbate
the world food crisis because large quanti-
ties of basic foods were produced there for
the world."

Even without the use of nuclear weap-
ons, the scientists said, the increasing so-
phistication of conventional weapons has
meant "increased vulnerability, not only of
individuals, especially non-belligerents, in-
cluding children, women, the elderly and
the sick who are indiscriminately terrorized,
or forced to migrate, but of humanity as a
whole and of the planet."

In addition to calling on government lead-
ers to push harder for the end of the war in
Ukraine and the beginning of serious nego-
tiations, members of the pontifical acad-
emy's council urged every individual eve-
rywhere in the world "to insist that the
avoidance of war is a common responsi-
bility, to combat the belief that wars are
unavoidable, and to labour unceasingly to
ensure the future of generations to come."

"Avoiding wars and achieving a meaning-
ful peace," they said, "require not only the
powers of intelligence, knowledge and sci-
ence, but also those of goodwill driven by
love and justice, ethical virtues, morality, re-
sponsibility, values and conviction." §
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With iftar, Jerusalem Christians hope to be bridge to Muslim neighbours
By JUDITH SUDILOVSKY
Catholic News Service

JERUSALEM — Marie
Ingrand, 15, has lived in Jerusa-
lem for two years with her fam-
ily. Although in past years she has
been invited to an iftar by a Mus-
lim friend, this was the first time
she was part of hosting such a
meal.

"I am Christian and this allows
us to be together and help each
other," Marie, a member of the
French Scouts, told Catholic
News Service as she helped serve
an iftar April 9.

The Muslim holy month of
Ramadan began April 1 and ends
May 1 this year. During this month
of reflection, prayer and commu-
nity, Muslims fast from sunrise
to sunset, eating a festive iftar
with family and friends to break
their fast in the evening.

The meal offered by Christian

volunteers to Muslim neighbours
at Abraham's House on the eve
of Palm Sunday served as testi-
mony to the principles of peace
and fraternity, said the event's
organizers. Abraham's House of-
fers a place to stay for visitors
and pilgrims, particularly those
with limited resources.

Offering the iftar "is giving tes-
timony that the Christian commu-
nity welcomes everybody here.
The meal is the best way to share
this," said Bernard Thibaud, man-
ager of Abraham's House. "What
can be better than, in these times
of tension between communities
and religions, to get people to
meet."

Located in the heart of the
crowded, largely Muslim, East
Jerusalem Palestinian neighbour-
hoods of Silwan and Ras El-
Amud, Abraham's House can
serve as a bridge to the local com-
munity with its large and peace-
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ful garden, said Mr. Thibaud.
"We can't just sit here on this

mountain when there are so many
problems in our backyard," Mr.
Thibaud said. "Sharing a tradi-
tional meal is very powerful."

He noted that while the resi-
dence normally joins the Latin
Patriarchate of Jerusalem in host-
ing an iftar for Muslim and Chris-
tian representatives — and will do
so later in April — the meal April
9 was the first hosted for the
neighbouring community.

The iftar was offered in col-
laboration with the Althoure
Silwan Women's Center, the
French Scouts and international
volunteers from two French
nongovernmental organizations.

Abeer Zayyad, a Muslim who
is director of the women's center,
said she grew up in the Old City
and attended a Christian school,
but the younger generation has
fewer opportunity to meet Chris-

tians in their daily lives, because
many Christians have left the Old
City. Events at Abraham's House
provide an opportunity for local
Muslim Palestinians to come in
contact with Christians, she said.

"With this generation, we are
losing the identity of Jerusalem as a
city," said Ms. Zayyad, noting that
a similarity can be drawn between
Ramadan and Lent, with its own
fasting tradition. "A Muslim iftar with
priests serving the meal is a way to
understand and recognize each oth-
er's religion; to realize that Chris-
tians are not the enemy."

Shireen Ashamr, 41, brought
her five children to the iftar so they
could have the experience meeting
with Christians, she said, watching
as her youngest, 7-year-old Nour,
busily coloured in a picture of an
Easter egg at a table set up for the
children before the meal.

As the sun set, the volunteers
moved quickly among the tables
with plates of rice and meat to
serve the guests. Sitting down to
eat, Mohammed Hadyeh, 14, ad-
mitted he had never met Chris-
tians before, although he had
heard about Jesus, whom Mus-
lims consider a prophet.

Benedictine Sister Elodie
Bouda, originally from Burkina
Faso, said that, having Muslim
family members, it was only
natural for her to be able to serve
her Muslim neighbours.

"We are happy to see them here
and very happy to volunteer to
offer them this hospitality and
iftar meal," she said. "We want
them to enjoy. This is very im-
portant for Muslims."§

By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The allure of power and money
can be used to proclaim falsehoods and obscure the
joyous announcement of Christ's victory over death,
Pope Francis said.

"Falsehoods — in words and in life — taint the
announcement, they corrupt within, leading back to
the tomb," the pope said before reciting the "Regina
Coeli" April 18 with visitors in St. Peter's Square.

"The Risen One instead wants us to come out of
the tombs of falsehood and dependency. Before the
risen Lord, there is another 'god' — the god of money
that dirties and ruins everything, that closes the door
to salvation," he said.

The pope reflected on the day's Gospel reading
from St. Matthew, which recalled the resurrected
Christ telling the women who were at his tomb to not
be afraid and instructing them to "go and tell my broth-
ers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."

Jesus' words, he said, are "two pieces of advice
that would be good also for us to welcome as an
Easter gift."

In telling the women to not be afraid, the pope said
Jesus knows that "our fears are our daily enemies,"
especially the fear of death. Yet, by conquering death,
Jesus "invites us to come out of the tomb of our
fears."

‘Temptation of power, money can obscure Easter joy’
"He knows that fear is always lurking at the door of

our heart, and we need to hear ourselves say do not be
afraid, fear not on Easter morning; as on the morning of
every day, 'Do not be afraid,'" the pope said.

Jesus' instruction to "go and tell" the disciples to meet
him in Galilee, the pope continued, is also an invitation
for Christians to go out and proclaim the resurrection to
those who are closed in by fear.

"The joy of Christ is strengthened by giving it, it mul-
tiplies sharing it. If we open ourselves and bear the Gos-
pel, our hearts will open and overcome fear. This is the
secret: We proclaim and overcome fear," he said.

However, recalling the money given to the Roman
soldiers guarding the tomb so that they would counter
the story of Jesus' resurrection, Pope Francis said the
belief in their lies shows the power of money, which is
"the other lord that Jesus says we must never serve."

"Here is the falsehood, the logic of concealment that
opposes the proclamation of truth," he said. "Falsehoods
take us backward, they lead right to death, to the tomb."

Pope Francis said that while many are rightly scandal-
ized "when in the news we discover deceit and lies in the
lives of persons and society," Christians should also re-
flect on "obscurity and falsehoods we have in ourselves."

"Let us place our own darkness and falsehoods be-
fore the light of the risen Jesus," the pope said. "He wants
to bring hidden things to light to make us transparent and
luminous witnesses to the joy of the Gospel, of the truth
that will make you free.”§
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Obituaries

HEBERT, LISA LEE — It is with sadness that we announce the
death of Lisa Lee (Gaudet) Hebert at the Saint John Regional Hospital
on March 13, 2022, after a long period of failing health.  Born in Saint
John NB on January 31, 1955, Lisa was the daughter of the late
Edward and Elizabeth (Connor) Gaudet.

Lisa will be missed by her best friend Cathy (LeBlanc) LaJoie and
Cathy's husband Jim, and by Cathy's family; Robbie and Mae LeBlanc,
Mike and Sharon LeBlanc, John and Marsha LeBlanc, and Donnie
and Judy LeBlanc (Lisa's adopted family).

Castle Funeral HomeSaint John have been entrusted with the ar-
rangements.  A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Holy Spirit Parish
(St. Rose of Lima Worship Site) Saint John.  Interment at at Holy
Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

WHELAN, FREDERICK JOSEPH —It is with sadness that the
family announces the passing of Frederick Joseph Whelan at the Saint
John Regional Hospital (SJRH) on April 2, 2022. Fred was married to
the late Anita Gertrude (McCabe) Whelan for 63 wonderful years.
Fred was born on February 16, 1926 in Kildare, PEI and was the son
of the late Francis Whelan and Winnifred (Ready) Whelan.

Fred is survived by:  sons John (Margaret MacCallum) Whelan of
Saint John and their children Alex (Laura) , Jennifer (Tom) and
Jonathan; and Tom (Heather) Whelan of Saint John and their son
Padraic; and his daughters Beth Whelan of Saint John; and Anne Marie
Whelan (Gregory Drodge) of Dartmouth and children Mitchell and
Stacey; and his oldest grandchild Kathleen Chapman (Jonathan
Doiron). He was great-grandfather to Sophie, Benjamin, and Celeste.
Fred is also survived by sister-in-law Claire Weatherbie (Jack de-
ceased) and brother-in-law Joseph (Miriam) McCabe and fondly re-
membered by several nieces and nephews. He is also survived by
Reginald MacLellan; they grew up as brothers and remained life-long
friends.

In addition to his wife, Fred was predeceased by his first-born
child Janice Marion Chapman (mother of Kathleen) and by sisters
Anne (Alfred) Branca, Ella Whelan and Sister Noreen Whelan CND.

He rested Castle Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated rom Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic Par-
ish, Saint John followed by a private family internment.

FOOTE, MARTINA — Our Mother, Martina Foote (nee Comeau),
lived a very full life, and died peacefully at the Kennebec Manor, with
her family by her side. Mom was born in Bathurst, NB on January 5,
1932, the daughter of the late Edward and Emma Comeau.

Mom was predeceased by her first husband, Theophile Couture,
their baby girl Marie, and their youngest son Bobby. Mom was also
predeceased by her older brother Lionel, and her sister Rita. Mom’s
younger brother William went missing as a child in the Bathurst Mines
and was never found. Mom was also predeceased by her second
husband Charles Foote.

Mom is survived by her daughters, Wanda (Kevin), Sandra, Debbie
(late Gil), Brenda and her son Bill (Maureen). Mom is also survived by
her grandchildren: David (Starr), Philip (Tricia), Robert (Tammy),
Michael (Nada), Trevor, Tracy (JR), Wendy and Kendra (Anas); as
well as great-grandchildren: Alyssa, Cody, Conner, Elizabeth, Darrian,
Chloe, Hudson, Charlie, Emily, and Anna; her siblings Cletus, Hilda
and Roger; as well as several nieces and nephews.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John.  A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at Our

Lady of Good Councel Parish (Stella Maris Worship Site), Saint John.
A private family burial took place at St. Joseph’s Cemetery.

LONG, PAULINE ANN — With broken hearts, but with appreciation
for years of love and laughter, we announce the passing of our dear
matriarch, Pauline Ann (Gordon) Long, surrounded by her loving
family, at Bobby’s Hospice on Saturday, April 2, 2022. Born in Saint
John on December 21, 1934, she was a daughter of the late Paul and
Olive (McGinnley) Long, and wife of the late Daryl Long.

Pauline is survived by her son, Michael Gallant; daughters: Rose
Gallant (Paul) and Tamaria Gallant (Rob); grandchildren: Lacey,
Natasha, Michael; and lots of great- and great-great-grandchildren,
including great-grandchildren, Makayla and Brandon, who were the
lights of her life.

Besides her parents and husband, Pauline was predeceased by son,
Gerry; daughter-in-law, Sharon; and siblings: Morris, Philip, Lloyd,
Douglas and Leona Martin.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was held at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception ,
Saint John with interment in Ocean View Memorial Gardens, Saint
John.

SUSBEAR, THERESA MARY — It is with great sadness that the
family of Theresa Mary Sudsbear, wife of the late Peter Raymond
Sudsbear, announce her passing, which occurred on Friday, April 1,
2022, at the Saint John Regional Hospital. Born June 29, 1932, in
Saint John, Mom was the daughter of the late William and Bridget
Isabelle (Walton) Stack.

Mom was a loving mother, grandmother of 15, great grandmother
to 26, and great-great grandmother to one.

Theresa is survived by her children: Bridget Anne (Michael) Hornyak,
of Saint John, NB, Mary Ellen (Elias) White, of Castor, AB, Peter
Thomas (Sharon) Sudsbear of Edmonton, AB, and Shane Anthony
(Pam) Sudsbear of Wetaskiwin, AB. Theresa is survived by her brother
Joseph Stack and her sister-in-law Ramona Stack.

Besides her parents and loving husband, Theresa was predeceased
by her brothers, Gerald Stack and William/Buster Stack; and her daugh-
ter, Dorothy Sudsbear.

Mom is also lovingly remembered by her niece, Hilda Foster; and
friend, Frances Scallan.

Theresa rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Chris-
tian burial was celebrated from Holy Redeemer Parish (St. Pius X Church)
Saint John. Interment in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.§
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Acclamation of Eastertime
Mark on a doorpost, carve in a stone,
scroll on parchment.... chant, alone.

Passover
Jesus in your dying our grief
unleashed;
Jesus in your rising our love
reborn.
All is the Story ever Now
All is the Story ever Now.

“Peace be with
you” and you
are here,
Wounds so
present, wounds so near;
Risen in glory, you do not hide,
“Touch me, to you my wounds I confide”

“Be not afraid” and it is done,
Living Word, only One,
Gone forever loss extreme,
“Mary’ “Beloved, Joy supreme.

Day is Dawning and you on the shore
fully living, dead no more.
“Let go your net” then Love’s heart knows,
My God! My Friend,  My Love disclosed.

Jesus in your dying ..... our grief ...unleashed;
Jesus in you rising our love .... re-born.
All is the Story .... ever Now
All is the Story ...ever ... Now.

c. Companion God, Theresa Hucul, 1994

 

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Good Friday, April 15, 2022, more than 30
people braved the inclement weather to take part in an outdoor Way
of the Cross procession at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Saint John.

The procession began on the front steps of the Cathedral before
moving along the sidewalk and around the block. Along the way the
crowd stopped at 13 different locations to reflect on each of the
stations of the cross, before ending with the 14th station inside the
main lobby of the Cathedral.

Before setting out, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John welcomed everyone and encouraged those present to
think of a particular intention to bring to the Lord at each station, or to
recall a loved one in need of prayer

 At each station the bishop led a prayer from Pope Francis’ 2021
meditations, and a different member of the procession was selected

Cathedral hosts outdoor Way of the Cross
to read scripture. Each station concluded with an Our Father, Hail
Mary and Glory Be, before processing to the next station. Between
stations a verse of At the Cross Her Station Keeping was sung.

The procession was well received by neighbourhood dwellers, with
many smiling and saying hello as the procession made its way around.

Following the procession, which took approximately 40 minutes,
Bishop Riesbeck offered a final blessing and invited everyone to join
him for the liturgy, which took place at 3:00 pm in the Cathedral.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She can
be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (centre) of the
Diocese of Saint John celebrates an outdoor Way of the Cross
near the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John
on Good Friday, April 15, 2022. The bishop was assisted by
Ryan Harley (left) cross bearer and Kathleen Desmond (right)
lector. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

DIVINE  MERCY  SUNDAY
There will be a Special Hour of Mercy at  Our Lady of Fatima

Church,  Marysville, NB on Divine Mercy
Sunday, April 24th beginning at 3 pm.
  For those who began their preparations
on Good Friday, in order to receive the
special graces promised by Jesus for the
 Divine Mercy Celebration, the final re-
quirement of ceremoniously exposing and
blessing the Image of Divine Mercy for
everyone to venerate will take place dur-
ing the Holy Hour of Divine Mercy.
  Everyone is invited and encouraged to
attend this Holy Hour of Adoration and

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, even those who were un-
able to complete the requirements to receive the special graces
promised by Jesus.


